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(SOGDIANA):

Trial Trenches at Koj tepa 2009 Campaign®
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The archaeological project in the Samarkand region aimed at
detecting and investigating the Achaemenid horizon in Sogdiana after the
first short campaign of May-June 2008 continued in summer 2009° through
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more extensive trial-trenches at Koj tepa (Fig. 1)°. This tepa is a rather
important settlement, constituted by a citadel encircled by walls, inside
strongly destroyed, cut through by a modern activity of bulldozers, which,
according to the topographic results achieved by the IAM of the Bologna
University, presented partial remains of the city walls; though not still
clearly identified this wall was most probably encircling a truncated-cone
high citadel, according to a settlement pattern of a constructive urban system
typical for sites in ancient Samarkand and Ustrushana areas (Fig. 2)
(Inevatkina, 1995).

The joint Uzbek/Italian team spent c. 3 weeks in the area in July
2009, acting in a work inserted within the frame of an official agreement
between IAASU and UNO, signed in October 2008 in Samarkand and April
2009 in Naples.

The premises of the project are mostly related to the rather great
methodological and field work difficulties always encountered by scholars
to precisely define an “Achaemenid” archaeological horizon, especially in
an area such as Sogdiana, in the north-eastern periphery of the Empire; in
this perspective at least, four different aspects and levels of interpretations
should be basically considered: the dynastic, the ethnic, the
political/imperial and the chronological (Genito, 1998, p. 157, fig. 1) to be,
in time, correlated to the archaeological finds. What it is more, ancient
Sogdiana has been always considered and it actually was a frontier zone,
mainly with regard to the more northern steppes; an archaeological
Achaemenid horizon can be, thus, measured on the basis of the distribution
of macroscopic remains and not only to put in evidence an “Achaemenid”
character, as an aspect of particular importance in the field of the Central
Asian archaeology. Such considerations impose, however, methodological
precautions that can shortly be summarized in a priority demand to know

Dr Luciano Rendina, archaeologist, topographer and draftsman of Lecce University, who
with has given, as usual, a decisive contribution to the quality of the work and could offer
an unique contribution for the final realization of the activities and to the success of the
whole operation.

% Koj Tepa area is 175 m long x 150 m wide (26.250 sq m = 2,62 ha.) and the difference in
the level from the top and the bottom located on the section 1 opened in May 2008 is 9,94
m. The absolute quote located in the unexcavated section between Trench 2 1 (2009) is:
697,30 a.s.l. (Fig. 4).
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both the places and chronology of the objects, architectonic remains and
numismatic or sigillography items. If these data are not easily acquirable, it
Is evident that there some has to define ample zones of uncertainty in the
historical-archaeological interpretations.

In particular the activities of the joint working group of IAASU and
UNO in July 2009 were continued in an area west of Samarkand. The trial-
trenches planned are aimed at singling out the cultural horizons related to
the periods of the earliest occupation of the site and represent a second stage
of a project in order to plan future extensive excavations there and
elsewhere.

Field Activity (Summer 2009)

Located very close in the outskirts of the Chandyr village, Koj Tepa
(Kendyktepe), is a rather important site, which, on the basis of the materials
collected from the surface, from the sections 1 and 2 opened in 2008, and on
the basis of some architectural and topographic considerations, most
probably belongs to the Late Iron Age and to the Achaemenid and post
Achaemenid period as well (Fig. 5)*.

The second season of excavation at Koj Tepe had two main
objectives, both aimed at investigating the area in the presumed area of the
eastern city-wall of the site: to find some architectural evidence of the wall
(Iength, width, height) and to collect as much dating material culture as
possible, in order to achieve a typological and possibly chronological
stratigraphic differentiation.

The four trenches (1, 2, 3, 4) are progressively less wide according to
the orientation of the line already present of those sections; Trench 1 (3 m
wide x 4 m long) (Fig. 6), Trench 2 (3 m wide x 4 m long) (Fig. 7), Trench 3
(2,10 (E)/1,40 (W) wide x 6,50 m long) (Fig. 8) and Trench 4 (3 m wide x 6
m. long) (Fig. 9). The procedures of excavation have allowed one to
recognize different 32 SU (stratigraphic units) (see appendices 1 and 2) in
order to link the materials collected and to read and interpret the different
alignments of the architectural remains and walls come to the light.

* The geographic coordinates of the site are 42 S 300099.77 m E, 4386573.90 m N (UTM).
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The process of excavation according to the sloping east-west profile
of the area where the trenches are located, has determined, differing cutting
approaches.

Trench 1

Trench 1 is opened more or less in the middle of the long area where
sections 1 and 2 were worked out. In the eastern part (the highest part of the
profile) where the clay-soil seemed more compact (and where wall remains
were supposed to have been located), it was decided to go down very
cautiously, with different kind of trowels; in the western part, instead, a
spade with acute corner was used in order to cut more deeply the soil. The
procedure adopted has always implied to cut from the top to the lower side
of the trench, removing part of the clay soil for c. 10 and 15 cm. in time; this
was made in order to reach the layers one by one, first recognized in the
easternmost part of the trench, where the soil appeared more hard and
consistent. The identification of SU (1) allowed one to yield pottery
fragments together with some mill stones (mostly in granite) specially in
the western part of the trench: the SU is constituted by a very hard and
compact clay with inner small and medium size roots, grey colored.

Just in correspondence of the different spots marked with pottery
fragments, a line (south-north c. oriented) of alternating pottery and stone
fragments horizontally located comes to the light there (Fig. 10); this
horizontal location most probably represents the end of SU (2), and it was
probably related to a secondary occupation of the area, when the primary
use of the presumed wall was already abandoned. In the south-western part
of the trench traces of possibly mud bricks seemingly horizontally and by
cut located come up also to the light; these bricks or mud segments (some of
them in size 32, 35, or 40 cm) look like those found in different other
possibly contemporary sites, as Kok tepa; generally the size of these mud
bricks, in the local tradition of studies, are chronologicalldy attributable to the
late Achaemenid or to the early Hellenistic period (4"-2" century BC).

Almost in the middle part of the section 2 (1998 season) at ¢. 5 m.
from the western initial point, above the line of a fragmentary floor, already
identified last year (Fig. 11), new cleaning operations allowed one to
recognize more extensively part of the same floor, which is accurately
identified and photographed (Figs. 12, 13). Above the floor which seems to
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be constituted by at least three different very thin layers of burnt soils mixed
up with ash, a very thin and small black painted pottery wall fragment (Inv.
143) has been found (Fig. 14), and a fragment of a mud brick as well, whose
thickness is 12 cm. This small southern part of Trench no.l is separated
from the rest by a small N-W/S-E wall c. 45 cm wide.

In the western part it is still removed the SU (2) and according to the
sloping profile of the terrain (east-west oriented) 4 large stones named E, F,
G and H which previously came to the light (Fig. 15, 16) are also removed
there. Most probably the location of these 4 stones (one of which, F was
also surrounded by two big pottery’s fragments vertically located), are most
probably connected and chronologically related to the set of alternating
stones and pottery’s fragments found in the eastern part. This level clearly
signs the end of SU (2) here. In the eastern higher part, the work is mostly
devoted to a cleaning operation and to a slight removal small quantity of soil
in order to identify a possibly mud bricks distribution. After the removal of
the stone fragments identified in the western part it is possible to define a
SU (3), because from here a particularly different hard and compact soil
occurs; this new layer seems to be the consequence of the shifting of
structural materials coming from the eastern top part where the remaining
parts of the walls seemingly still stand up. Above and all around this part,
the operation is continuing in order to exactly identify the eventual lines of
mud bricks, which are still not precise. The content of SU (3) is made of not
a very large amount of pottery fragments and stones.

Also the removal of SU (3) located above and inside large structural
remains did not make clear eventual wall alignments. Some remains seem to
be constituted by bricks, other by large blocks of clay and possibly
connected to the cultural levels already observed on the section 1 last year,
whose end is more or less correspondent to the fragmentary floor (Fig. 17),
already seen. Within this level are still present pottery fragments.

The excavation in the southern part allows one to identify another
portion of the trench to the south in a way separated from it by the
alignment of a possibly small wall E-W oriented, 55 cm wide (Fig. 18); this
allows to define a new SU (4) as well, whose location, as seen as from
section 2, is about 1,10 m. above the basement reached last year. The
topographic limits of this SU (4) are not yet clearly evidenced, even if it
represents the content of an ambience cut off by the section 2. In the
northern part of the trench it has been decided to clean out the area above a
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very compact and hard terrain; going down in this part it is possible to
define a new SU (5), since this layered part of soil also, most probably,
belongs to the superior part of the inner deposit of an ambience
correspondent to the one recognized in the SU (4). The content of this SU
(5) is made of small fragments of “burnt clay”, mud plaster and some
portion of grey colored soil. In the eastern part of the trench, finally, part of
the wall starts to be defined much better, whilst in the western another
possibly ambience is approximately defined, delimited to south and east by
structural remains, still uncertain in character; the content of these remains
Is defined by SU (6); in the middle of the trench a particular circular shaped
set of pottery and burnt clay looks like a fireplace (Fig. 19), where many
pottery fragments and small fragments of burnt clay, ash and stones
widespread. The content of this soil constitutes the SU (7).

In going down into this apparently circular-shaped pit
(approximately 70-80 cm. wide), its precise limits are not clearly found. A
very interesting painted stemmed base of small jar and not few burnt clay
are coming from there too (Fig. 20). At - 15 cm the apparent pit presents a
more hard soil E-W aligned. In the eastern part of the trench the situation is
still more complicated. The N-S alignment of a wall is more visible, and it
seems to be constituted by differing blocks of paxa (mud), whose readable
dimension is about 62-63 cm. The western part of the trench is still not
easily understandable as a whole; both the very hard block of soil, probably
constituted by broken pieces of mud bricks and some also big fragments of
pottery widespread everywhere. In this part is still present the SU (5), whilst
in the southern the cleaning operation allows us to identify a new SU named
(9), consisting of a different very hard compact clay. This SU also was
seemingly used in a later period by a sporadic occupation, since some small
functional holes are present (Fig. 21). Both the SU are, in any case,
connected! It has been decided, thus, to remove them, and after that, a more
clear cultural layer is coming up.

SU (5) and SU (9) are, in a sense, similar even if their respective
topographic location is a little bit different; the first lies practically in the
middle of the trench and the second closer to a presumed corner of the
ambience, between the N-S blocks of paxa and the N-E/SW new alignment
(Fig. 22). In order to better determine possible clear alignments both the
areas are cutting with a spade and finally three possibly corners come to the
light, defining thus a Room I, SU (11) (Fig. 23). Above the N-S blocks of
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paxa one may assume that the constructive system can be organized and
developed in the following way: an alternating course of mud bricks and
sand (pisok) in the middle followed by another course of mud bricks. Room
| is, however now more clear and its inner filling contains a rather large
quantity of animal bones and pottery. It has been decided to go down again
in the southern part of the trench defined as SU (4), where few pottery
fragments come for the moment to the light, and also in the Room I,
defining a new SU (14) (Fig. 24), containing not a very large amount of
materials; at - 15 cm c. it was possible to find a kind of flat plane as well,
widespread over the whole area. In the western part along the southern
oblique wall there is evidence of a gray (possibly ash) colored soil. The
Room | looks like almost rectangular in shape, even if the northern side is
still not visible for the end of the trench; it has also been possibly to observe
a kind of sufa (bench), alongside the eastern side. The inner structure of the
wall at the eastern side is, unexpectedly, constituted by an alternating
vertical line of large block of paxa, mud bricks, and paxa. On the southern
side in the fragmentary ambience whose content has been defined as SU (4)
one goes down for at least two different cuts defined by SU (15).

In Room | going further down the hard clay seals off the SU (14),
and a new SU is identified (18). Its consistency is also very hard containing
sand remains as well; the SU is rather poor of potsherds, and animal bones,
a stone fragmentary of 4 legs animal figurine (Inv. 44) (Fig. 25) have been
found. The main difficult task is to exactly measure and interpret the
presumed wall remains, apparently running from E-S/N-W which is still
elusive. In the meantime going down for a small part inside the southern
part of the trench, already defined as SU (4), it is possible to define now a
new layer SU (15), which more or less reaches the floor.

For at least 20 cm also it was decided to go down into another
ambience, already defined as SU (6), where the soil is very hard.

The operations are still acting within the Room | on the SU (18),
very hard brown colored, and above the small wall SE-NW oriented, where
the SU (5) and SU (9) have not been yet removed. This wall, apparently
dividing the area of SU (5), after more cleanings operations appears to
present, maximum, two lines of mud bricks and looks like as finished. It
means that the Room | was used later for a short time. The large amount of
pottery up to now collected, suddenly decreases very much and at - 2,51 m
(absolute quote) is also appearing a circular hole (Fig. 26) in correspondence
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of the square hole come to the light in SU (15) (Fig. 27), with the coming up
of the hole is, thus, defined a new SU (23).

In the southern part after going down in the SU (7) and SU (15), the
fragment of the floor is evidenced in the whole area excavated, according to
the indication of section 2 of last year. Still down in SU (7) it is possible to
define better the width of the western wall of the Room I. This wall as the
continuation of the same wall in the Trench 4 (see below) present a kind of a
parapet or step which makes the whole line particularly articulated.

The floor is located at - 1,27 cm from the northern small wall SE-
NW oriented, and it is slightly sloping to the east; more or less in the centre
there is a square hole for activity whose content is collected as a sample.
The interface of this floor is defined as SU (25).

Down in the Room | the SU (23) is defined by the coming to the
light of a circular hole, in order to find the same level of floor as the one
occurred in SU (22). The soil of the floor finally is reached at -2,24 cm in
the SU (24) (Figs. 28; 29), and it is sloping down in the eastern side here
too. Pottery fragments are coming up and some of them can be dated to an
earlier date. The floor is made of hard clay, gray colored and in some parts
reddish burnt soil. Close to the eastern side the floor seems to go a little bit
ahead to East and it means that the presumed sufa, left unexcavated, should
be at least partially removed in order to see the front face of the wall which
now clearly seems to constitute the main encircling wall of the tepe. The
sufa is located at - 1,54 m (absolute quote). The pavement SU (24) is very
much endorsed and presents at west a fire-structure, quadrangular in shape.
In the centre there are pottery and stones, may be located in a small sloping
endorsement. Alongside the eastern side another endorsement is found.
Making empty the square hole soil samples are collecting. The quote of the
appearing of the square hole is at - 2,21 m (absolute quote) and the bottom
Is at - 2,81 m (absolute quote).

Still down in the western part of the Trench 1 in the SU (6) at - 75
cm. from the small wall N-S oriented, it seems easy to distinguish the Room
| from a second ambience. Here a footed vessel, almost complete with red
burnished slip has been found (Inv. 90) (Fig. 30 a, b).

The operational activity is mainly aimed at cleaning the inner
sections of Room 1, in order to put in relation the SU already identified. The
small depth of the wall constituted by two or three courses of mud bricks
and the mud broken clay till SU (18) of the floor, is now more clear (Fig.
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31); then a hard compact clay brownish colored related to SU (23) and SU
(24) starts.

The cleaning of the surface of the floor gives evidence of the
existence of burnt clay, probably related to a simple fireplace and to more
than one hole (Fig. 32a): holes 0, 38 cm. h, and 23 wide; hole 1, 38 cm.
high, and the side looking to be of a square, 15 x 15 cm (brown colored soil
with two fragments of pottery); hole 2, 14 cm deep and 9 cm wide; hole 3,
30 cm high and 15 cm wide and it is very much related to the fire place;
specially hole 4 is very small; hole 5 is composed by two parts with at least
6 different very small holes; the structure seems to go inside the eastern side
of the Room | (Fig. 32b).

More cleaning operation and the removal of a jar located in SU (22)
and SU (24) are conducted in Room [; many fragments of jar, of a spindle
whorl and a basis of a vessel (Fig. 33) come from SU (26).

According to the results achieved it is important to remove part of
the small wall N-S oriented which goes against the big wall delimiting to
east the Room |, especially in the southern corner which is located alongside
the section 2. The possibility that this small wall was only later related to the
big, is more than an hypothesis, and, thus, it has been decided to remove a
large part for almost 60 cm. (Fig. 34) in order to reach the level of floor SU
(21) in Room |1 and the floor SU (24) in Room I.

This operation between Rooms | and Il which is defined by the
southern part of Trench 1, gives evidence of the presence of mud bricks and
paxa there too (Fig. 35). On the floor a rim of a large jar (kum) and two
small circular broken bases of jars have been found in SU (26) and SU (27)
(Fig. 364, b).

The structural remains now more visible on the wide front of the
trenches, may be interpreted in the whole area as: a probably period I,
constituted by the main structural phase of the wall (paxa and mud bricks); a
period Il constituted by the insertion of mud bricks and of a sufa (short
period between them); a period 111 constituted by the floors with the jar and
holes.

At last in the cleaning operation in the southern side where it was a
kind of pit, on the eastern front, there are mud bricks faced just above the
same block of paxa, coming from Trench 2. Also a corner (not exactly) is
coming up with a circular shaped mud block which seems to be related to
the space in SU (20) in Trench 2 (see below).
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The western part of the trench is divided by a paxa and a line of mud
bricks; in the area close to the Trench 2 other mud bricks appear, and seem
to be superimposed over the paxa, filling, possibly, an original empty
corridor or gallery.

As last operation in the trench the central depression in Room | with
grayish soil, stone, pottery fragments and bones is removed. The outline of
the depression at the end of the work is elliptical and it is located in the
large depression in the centre.

Trench 2

A cleaning operation on the eastern extension of the previous section
2, gives to the light different remains of structural elements (Fig. 37). In the
area where it is possibly that still an architectonic structure stands up, a mud
brick (whose possible dimensions are cm. 25,8x12) has been also found.

Following these interesting results it has been decided to work on the
Trench 2, just alongside and eastern ward of the Trench 1, leaving a very
small (50 cm wide) part unexcavated. As a first operation the SU (S) has
been removed.

Then is removed SU (1) which, as in the Trench 1, contains very few
large pottery fragments and many small roots. The granulation of the soil is
very large and the color is light grey.

Just after this removal at - 12 cm c. in the middle sporadic traces of
ash came to the light and along the eastern border a very late modern pit (20
cm diameter) is found and excavated; the inner soil is named SU (10), and
did not present any archaeological remains (Figs. 38a, b). Some small
samples of soil are, however, collected. We go down still for few
centimeters in the whole area.

On the western part a small portion of soil (few cm by trowel) has
been removed. As it appears is defined a new SU (8), because according to
the eastern extension of section 2 this part of the soil is the first clearly
covering structural remains; this SU (8) most probably corresponds to the
SU (2).

Down in the western narrow part of the trench just in correspondence
of a possible empty space as seen as from the eastern extension of section 2,
is thus defined a new SU (20) (Fig. 39). Down cleaning the space between
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the section remained untouched and the block of the wall, something
looking like as a small floor and another small wall is appearing.

It is possible to observe the block of paxa over which there are 3
mud bricks. Not many pottery fragments are coming from. Finally there is
evidence of the wall with a line of bricks, which represents the SU 29 (Fig.
40) corresponding to the same situation (Fig. 41) in the Trench 1 as well.

Down in the western part reaching the floor, which represents SU
(30), there are very few pot fragments.

The small diaphragm between the main wall and the small wall
delimiting the Room 1 still remains. The soil is consisting of the superior
part of a big block of mud or paxa and some mud bricks, some of them still
complete. The floor SU (24) and SU (21) already reached has the same
characteristics as those present over the floor of the rest of area. Removing
also the bank or paxa located in the eastern part, the floor is not appearing
and some mud bricks are, instead, found. The wall on its southern part is
appearing in its facade.

Trench 2/3

After having cleaned the area in SU (31) is reached the block of paxa
and a floor which could be the SU (32).

Trench 3

The Trench 3, is located just alongside the area at east of the Trench
2, leaving a very small (50 cm wide) section unexcavated. As a first
operation the SU (S) has been removed, containing few pottery fragments
and many roots with bio-turbation activity. It has also been decided to start
to remove the SU (8) which covers directly the structural remains, as it
occurred in Trench 2.

Only a small part is excavated in the southern part and then,
according to the find of some fire-remains SU (29) (Fig. 42) on the eastern
extension of section 2, a large part, 1 m at least deep, is furthermore cut in
order to reach from the top the eventual structural remains.

Down in the NE extension of the section 2, the SU (29) represents
the accumulation of the soil over the activity area and SU (31), which has
been revealed to be not a structure, consisting in an activity area in itself
with many iron and pottery slags, bones, and specially two horns of sheep
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and many nuts of burnt peach pits, a complete knife (Fig. 43) and pottery
fragments .

Trench 4

The Trench 4, is located west of the Trench 1, irregularly sized
because the area was already cut off in the realization of the section 1 last
year and before (Fig. 44).

After the removal of the SU (S), it has been decided to remove also a
SU (1), which in the S-E corner brought to the light stones and a big pottery
wall fragment with a digital decoration along a small portion of a wall,
continuing from Trench 1. This stratigraphic situation allow us to consider a
SU (2), but the large quantity of pottery and stone fragments led one to
consider the existence of a new SU (12).

After the removal of SU (12), the SU (13) and SU (16) seem to be
very similar in character; to the south a sort of wall is clearly appearing
running alongside the whole southern side of the Trench. In the eastern part
Is coming to the light a more greysh soil probably derived from cooking
activities.

A rather large apparently wall SW-NE oriented, seems to divide the
trench in two parts. In the eastern is recognized the SU (17) and in the
western the SU (19). In the first a large amount of pottery fragments
including a rim of a large mouthed handled painted jar and many cocking
ware come to the light. After a more cleaning operation the wall is looking
like not existent. In the SU (17) very large amount of pottery is coming up,
including cooking vessels and painted fine ware.

Some further control has been made on the small wall, which
represent the continuation of that of the Trench 1. The floor of this ambience
(Room [11?) corresponds more or less to the cultural levels singled out in the
western part of section 1 last year. The floor is located at - 1,15 from the N-
S small section left unexcavated between the Trenches 1 and 4; the absolute
quote is - 2,65.

Realizing the plan of the Trench 4, where notwithstanding two small
further cut in the SU (25), it is clear that there is no trace of a clear floor, as
it was clearly evidenced in the section 1.

Down in the space between Rooms I and Il (Trench 4) in the SU (6)
a vessel was found. Beneath the level where the vessel was found, the SU
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(26), more or less corresponding to the SU (19) of the Trench 4, the SU (27)
has been reached. Also the wall in the Trench 4 and the corner of section 1
of last year would be of the first phase (Figs. 45, 46.

Appendix 1

List of SU:

SU (S) Humus, thick soil with a very fine granulometry, high level
of drainage, some grass remains on the surface, vegetation and
small size roots; sporadic pottery fragments inside; grayish
colored. Present in all the trenches.

SU (1) cultural layer of soil with pottery fragments, identified
inside all the trenches, supposed to be covering the first layers of
the structural remains; grayish colored.

SU (2) cultural layer immediately under the SU 1; it is located
mainly in the Trenches 1 and 2, containing a rather high presence
of pottery fragments and mill stones. The soil is grayish colored. It
is practically similar to the SU (8) of the Trench 2 Trench 3.

SU (3) cultural layer recognized after the removal of the big stones
and mill stones present in the Trench 1. It is very similar to the SU
(2), but it is more compact and hard, very difficult to be cut with
the trowel.

SU (4) SU defined mainly on topographic basis, consisting of the
upper part of the soil of the Room Il, whose floor was clearly
present alongside the section 1, already in 2008.

SU (5) cultural layer mainly constituted by very hard and compact
clay body, light brown colored, with a very fine granulometry,
spreading over the western half of the Trench 1, with a very low
frequency of materials; it covers and/or corresponds to SU (9).

SU (6) cultural layer, located on the westernmost side of the
Trench 1, defined where a big piece of burnt clay spots came out,
containing ash and pottery.
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SU (7) cultural layer just located beside to SU (6); apparently the
morphological aspects of these SU looked like two contiguous
pits, whose precise identification is difficult to be found. The SU
contains a large amount of big walls of jar and small stones and
some ash remains.

SU (8) cultural layer constituting the one seemingly to cover
directly the structural elements of the mud bricks of the walls on
the Trenches 2 and 3.

SU (9) cultural layer constituting another one seemingly to cover
directly the structural elements of the mud bricks of the walls on
the Trenches 2 and 3.

SU (10) SU defined only on topographic basis and constituting by
a small pit (40 cm wide) circular shaped, in the middle of the
Trench 2 and made of a dark (black burnt?) clay, consequence of a
sporadic later human presence above the wall.

SU (11) SU defined only on topographic basis, constituting the
internal part of the space constituting the Room | with animal
bones and pottery fragments.

SU (12) SU defined only on topographic basis, constituting a set of
stone and pottery in Trench 4.

SU (13) cultural layer constituting together with the SU (16) the
surface content of the rooms in Trench 4.

SU (14) cultural layer constituting the soil located above the sufa
in the Room 1.

SU (15) cultural layer in the southern part of the Trench 1, beneath
the SU (4) in the southern part, alongside the section 2, delimited
by a small mud bricks and paxa wall.

SU (16) cultural layer constituting together with the SU (13) the
surface content of the different parts in the Trench 4.

SU (17) cultural layer constituting the surface content of the room
11 (???) in the Trench 4 in its easternmost part.

SU (18) cultural layer in the Room I, Trench 2, after the appearing
of the sufa of the room delimited by a small wall.
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SU (19) cultural layer in the Trench 4 in its westernmost part; it is
correlated to SU (17).

SU (20) cultural layer in Trench 2 inside the space in the eastern
extension of the section 2 identified between two blocks of mud.

SU (21) cultural layer after SU (15) in Trench 1.

SU (22) cultural layer in the Trench 1 in the Room I, beneath the
level of sufa.

SU (23) cultural layer in the Room | with the appearing of the
southern hole irregularly shaped.

SU (24) cultural layer represented by the very endorsed floor in
Room I.

SU (25) cultural layer represented by small trenches alongside the
presumed wall in Trench 4.

SU (26) cultural layer where an almost complete vessel has been
found in the western part of the Trench 1.

SU (27) cultural layer under the SU (26) in the western part of the
Trench 1.

SU (28) cultural layer under the SU (8) in Trench 2.

SU (29) cultural Level in Trench 2 and on the eastern extension of
section 2.

SU (30) floor on the western part of the Trench 1.

SU (31) cultural layer of the activity area on the eastern extension
of the section 2 with iron slags and burnt peaches nuts.

SU (32) cultural layer represented by a possible external floor with
holes and a mill-stone on the external side of the paxa wall on the
eastern extension of section 2.
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Fig.1 - Koj Tepa general view as seen as from SE, after MAI,
UNO University

Fig.2 - Koj tepa 3d map, after MAI, Bologna University
(submitted to a revision by UNO, Naples)
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Fig.3 - forms of the social evolution and the different
aspect/levels to be investigated, after Genito 1988

Fig.4 - citadel of Kok tepa, photo of the author, 2002
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Fig.5 - Koj Tepa satellite view, after Google 2009

. ] Fig.7 - Trench 2, after the removal of SU (1). At the
Fig6 - Trench 1, before the foreground, the eastern extension of section 2 and the

excavation. At the foreground .
section 2, after MAI UNO, the wall remains, after MAI, UNO, the author

author
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Fig.8 - Trench 4, before the excavation.  Fig.9 - Trench 3, after the removal of SU
At the foreground section 1, after the (1), after the MAI, UNO, the author
MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.10 - Trench 1, after the removal of SU (1), the lines of
alternating pottery fragments and stones come to light, after the
MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.11 - section 2 with the burnt level of a floor, already evidenced in 2008

Fig.13 - Trench 2, along the section 2, the
fragmentary part of the floor, already recognised
last year, detail, after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.12 - Trench 2, along the

section 2, the fragmentary part

of the floor, already recognised

last year, after MAI, UNO, the

author
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Fig.14 - pottery fragment coming Fig.15 - SU (2), the stone E, after
from the floor in the hole in the MAI, UNO, the author

section 2, Inv. 143, after MAI, UNO,
F. Spinelli

Fig.16 - SU (2), stone F, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.17a - photo composition of the sections 1 and 2 (2008), after MAI, UNO, the author



A. Gricina and B. Genito 141

Fig.18 - alignment of a small wall E-W oriented, 55 cm wide
which delimits the SU (4) from the rest of the Trench 1, after
MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.19 - Trench 1, SU (7), circular-shaped remains of burnt clay,
after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.20 - Trench 1, SU (7), painted stemmed base of small jar, Inv. 123, after MAlI,
UNO, F. Spinelli

Fig.21 - Trench 1, SU (9), southern part with small functional hole, of a secondary
occupation, after MAI, UNO, the author



A. Gricina and B. Genito 143

Fig.22 - Trench 1, SU (5) and SU (9), eastern part with the front
wall made of blocks of paxa and the presumed N-E corner, after
MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.23 - Trench 1, SU (11), Room I, with floor of a secondary
occupation, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.24 - Trench 1, SU (14), Room I, and a probable sufa along the
eastern side, after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.25 - SU (18), a fragmentary stone figurine with a 4 legs animal
(Inv. 44), after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.26 - Trench 1, SU (18), SU (23) Room I, and a circular hole in
the southern part close to US (4), after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.27 - section 2, floor SU (23,) below SU (4) and SU (15), with
the square hole, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.28 - Trench 1, Room I, floor SU (24,), below US (22), after
MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.29 - Trench 1, floor SU (24,) below SU (22), after MAI, UNO,
the author
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Fig.30 a, b - Trench 1, western part, SU (6), location and photo of a stemmed base of
a jar, Inv. 90, after MAI, UNO, the author and F. Spinelli

Fig.31 - courses of mud bricks and the mud broken clay till SU (18) of Room I,
after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.32 a, b - burnt clay, probably related to a simple fireplace and to more
than one hole; these small structures seem to go inside the eastern side of the
Room I, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.33 - Koj tepa, fragment of vessel base coming from
SU (26), Inv. 150, after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.34 - Koj Tepa, Removal of the small wall in
Room Il SU (24) for 60 cm, after MAI, UNO, the
author

Fig.35 - Koj Tepa, mud bricks and paxa in the southern
limit of Room I, after MAI, UNO, the author

149
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Fig.36 a, b - section 2, pottery fragments coming from SU (26, 27) large Kum
(storage jar) and broken circular bases of jar, after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.37 - western extension of section 2, and the appearing of
structural remains. Above the opening of the Trench 2, after
MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.38 a, b - Trench 2, SU (10) a late large hole, before and after the
excavation, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.39 - Trench 2, western part, SU (20),
possibly structural remains, after MAI, UNO,
the author

Fig.40 - Trench 2, wall with a line of bricks,
which represents the SU (29), after MAI,
UNO, the author

Fig.41 - Trench 1, southern part, lines of
mud bricks, after MAI, UNO, the author
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Fig.42 - Trench 2, western part, outside of the structural remains, some
fire-remains SU (29), after MAI, UNO, the author

Fig.43 - Trench 4 SU (31), knife, after MAI, UNO, F. Spinelli



A. Gricina and B. Genito 153

Fig.44 - Trench 4, before the excavation, after MAI, UNO, the
author

Fig.45 - Trench 4, SU (2) SU (12), SU (13) and (16); in the eastern part
SU (17) and in the western SU (19), (25), US (26), SU (27), after MAI,
UNO, the author
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SECTIONS 1 - 2 - WEST / EAST - NORTH FACE
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Fig.46 - sections 1 and 2, drawing by Luciano Rendina and graphic elaboration by Davide Lunelli (2009)
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Inv. 0075, Trench 1, SU 2; Inv. 0076, Trench. 1, SU 2; Inv. 0134, Trench 1, SU 2;
Inv. 0136, Trench 1, SU 2
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Inv. 0034, Trench 1, SU 3; Inv. 0061, Trench 1, SU 3

Inv. 0073, Trench 1 SU 5; Inv. 0130, Trench 1, SU 5
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Inv. 0087, Trench 1, SU 6; Inv. 0098, Trench 1 SU 6
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Inv. 128, Trench 1, SU15

Inv. 0059, Trench 1, SU 18; Inv. 0072, Trench 1, SU 18
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Inv. 0082, Trench 2 SU 26; Inv. 0145, Trench 2, SU 27

Inv. 0048, Trench 4, SU 13; Inv. 0049, Trench 4, SU 13
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Inv. 0055, Trench 4, SU 17; Inv. 0066, Trench 4, SU 17; Inv. 0067, Trench 4, SU
17; Inv. 0071, Trench 4, SU 17





