H.D. SANKALIA -Z. D. ANSARI - M. K. DHAVALIKAR

Excavations at Inamgaon, District Pune, Maharashtra, 1968-82

Though archaeological excavations in India are over 120 years old,
still so far, no complete plan of a town or a village has been laid bare.
Hence it was not possible to say how far and how long the old plans and
practices continued or survived, though India is still largely a country
of villages.

This lacuna has been filled up to some extent in western Maharashtra,
around Pune, by the excavations conducted by the Deccan College at Inam-
gaon, Since 1968 with grants by the University Grants Commission for
successive trienniums (1968-82) through the University of Poona. Here
the excavations were deliberately planned and executed because the condi-
tions were ideal. There were no deposits of the historic period, as shown
by several Cl14 dates of the charred remains from these phases or periods
of the occupation, kindly supplied promptly by the Physical Research
Laboratory, Ahmedabad and the Birbal Sahni Institute, Lucknow (c.
1600-700 B. C.).

From the beginning, the data recovery was contextual, so that as
much light as possible might be thrown on the life of the inhabitants,
such as the size of the family, food habits, craft specialization, religion,
disposal of the dead. These objectives have been largely fuliilled, because
an expert team of excavators as well as specialists and field supervisors
has been built up.

The eleven year’s work has not only given a fairly good idea of the
village, 3500 years ago, but has shown how it underwent changes owing
to new cultural forces or arrivals and climatic causes.

Later, a survey of the villages around the site at Wangdari, across the
Ghod river, and the present Inamgaon showed that many important fea-
tures in the layout of the present village — such as methods of house con-
struction, grain storage — were exactly similar to those revealed in the
excavated village. Thus Inamgaon is a good example, so far unique, of
the current, increasing interest in ethno-archaeology. This but illustrates
that India is a classic land where traditions still survive.
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a) Clay box containing clay
figure, Period II.

b) Clay figurines and bull,
Period 1I








































