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ancient blend of horsemanship, military activity and ethico-religious
ideals, which makes the words ‘chivalry’ and ‘chevalerie’ so confusing.

But the most striking, and also the most archaic Indo-European
parallel of the Iranian and Islamic materials is to be found in Crete.
Here Strabo quotes a source from the fourth century BC, Ephorus, on
the initiation of boys: at the end the boy is given three gifts, prescribed
by law: a military outfit, an ox and a cup!!8. Atsuhiko Yoshida has
pointed to the Cretan practice’s Indo-European counterparts, which
naturally lead to anthropological comparisons in a much wider field 119,

118 Strabo 10.4.21.
119 *Survivances de la tripartition fonctiomelle en Gréce™, in Revue de [histoire des
religions, 166 (1964): 21-38.




